
2017 A VERY SPECIAL YEAR
2017 is an important year, as it marks 50 years of 
selling real estate for me. Yep, ½ century and nearly 
$3 billion worth of real estate later, I’m still here. I 
started out in 1967 in Millbrae CA selling $15,000 to 
$25,000 residential homes, then I started my own 
business in 1969 and by 1974 had 8 offices and 300 
sales people working for me in San Mateo County. 

In the early 1970’s I was invited to join and sit on 
the new board of Founders Title Company,  that 

later became the largest title company in Northern 
California. I sat on the board for 9 years until it was 
sold to Old Republic.

During this time a brand new national real estate 
company was started called Century 21. Our 
company was the first to join in San Mateo County 
and I became their president. I had created a “One 
Call Does It All” relocation idea and sold it to C-21. I 
traveled across the nation helping to get others to join 
the company and set up their own relocation director 
in each office.
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In 1979, I retained my top 25 brokers and changed 
directions to commercial properties. We had several 
different corporations all related to real estate 
known as the Bergman Enterprise companies, 
there was a seminar company, two investment 
companies, a property management company, a 
residential division that sold the homes traded in our 
commercial investments and a mortgage company to 
help with financing. 

Then in 1987, 20 years after starting, I sold off the 
companies and retired to Napa County where I was 
intrigued with all of the vineyards and wanted to 
know if they were good investments. So, I called 
the County Assessor, John Tuteur. I spent 6 months 
going through boxes of property sales by year, 
pulling out sales of vineyard properties to find out 
how they had appreciated if at all.

To my surprise, I found that vineyard values in Napa 
had appreciated over 100% every decade since 
1950 and are continuing upward. I decided to write 
an article called “Vineyard Values, Past, Present and 
Future”.  I had it published in a local newspaper and 
started getting calls from local farmers to give them 
values of their vineyards. 

My retirement was soon put aside and I started 
meeting some great wine country people and getting 
to know my new area. I then continued writing 
articles and mailing them out to all vineyard and 
winery owners in both Napa and Sonoma counties. 
This in turn, brought me many successful listings and 
sales transactions. 

It’s now 30 years since I’ve moved to the wine 
country and I’m still enjoying meeting new friends 
in this beautiful area. I now live in Sonoma County, 
but continue to do business in both  counties, listing 
and selling wineries and vineyard/ vineyard estate 
properties. What a great life.   

I am still writing these newsletters after 30 years and 
mailing them out to all vineyard and winery owners in 
Napa and Sonoma Counties 2 to 4 times a year and 
helping owners establish their property values. 

Contact us to schedule a confidential appointment to provide you a market evaluation for your property.
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LOOKING AT VINEYARD  
VALUES FOR 2017
Now that spring has arrived and the 2017 harvest is 
being developed in the vineyards, it’s time to take a look 
at vineyard values in all AVA’s in both Sonoma and Napa 
Counties.

We have seen a constant upward direction in vineyard 
values over the last 50+ years in Napa and Sonoma 
Counties and it appears that things haven’t slowed 
down. It’s no wonder why, our 2 Counties consistently 
produce the finest quality wines in the Nation year after 
year.

Enclosed, please find a graph showing vineyard values 
in each AVA in Napa and Sonoma Counties



A LOOK BACK AND INTO THE FUTURE OF VINEYARD VALUES
In 1950 an average value of an acre of producing vineyard in Napa was $1,000. Today that same value is 
worth around $275,000 and up. In the early 1960’s a young Robert Mondavi broke away from the family wine 
making business and started the Robert Mondavi  Winery in the middle of Napa Valley. It had been since 
the late 1800’s since a large prominent winery had been built in Napa. Robert’s new vision began a different 
thinking of promotion of fine wines. By the early 1970’s Napa had begun to get a reputation of producing fine 
wines comparable to Bordeaux France. Shortly thereafter, Napa was put on the map as a world class wine 
making area by winning of the world’s finest wines in France, tasted by French wine tasters. The world was 
now ready to explore Napa and discover for them selves what America’s new fantastic wines were all about.   

Vineyard values began to increase by leaps and bounds in Napa. However, next door in Sonoma County  
the same thing was happening, only at a slower pace. It turns out that Sonoma County due to its Pacific 
Coast line offered a cooler micro climate and instead of the Bordeaux varietals being widely acclaimed, it  
was the Pinot Noir and Chardonnay wines that offered the edge for quality. This area became major 
competition for then Burgundy region of France.

We had experienced 100% to 300% appreciation per decade in vineyard values in both Sonoma and Napa 
Counties over the years and we feel that by 2050 (100 years after 1950) we will see that someone will pay 
$1,000,000 for an acre of Napa producing vineyard that cost $1,000 a century ago.

Enclosed is a graph showing vineyard values from 1950 and projected through 2050

WHAT IS YOUR PROPERTY WORTH?
So, what is your vineyard property worth? If you are interested in getting a confidential current market 
evaluation of your vineyard, vineyard estate property or winery, let me know, it would be my pleasure to  
come out and give you my opinion of value of your property.

Whether you are thinking of selling, or just want to get an idea of your vineyard property value, I would be 
honored to come out on a confidential bases and give you my opinion of current market value.

Now that we are seeing some nice sunny days and hopefully the rain is behind us, this year is shaping up  
to be a great 2017 harvest with more award winning wines. I wish you a fantastic year. 

                       – John Bergman



SONOMA COUNTY
Sonoma County AVA LOWEST HIGHEST Dominant Grape 
 Price/Acre Value Price/Acre Value Varietal(s)

   
Alexander Valley $98,000  $155,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Bennett Valley $80,000  $120,000  Merlot 
Chalk Hill $95,000  $150,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Dry Creek Valley $90,000  $130,000  Zinfandel
Fort Ross-Seaview $98,000  $185,000  Pinot Noir / Chardonnay 
Fountain Grove  $80,000 $140,000 Mix
Green Valley $98,000  $185,000  Pinot Noir / Chardonnay 
Knights Valley $98,000  $155,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Los Carneros $80,000  $125,000  Pinot Noir / Chardonnay 
Moon Mountain $85,000  $125,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Northern Sonoma $80,000  $120,000  Mix
Pine Mnt-Cloverdale Peak $90,000  $150,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Rockpile $90,000  $125,000  Zinfandel 
Russian River Valley $98,000  $185,000  Pinot Noir / Chardonnay 
Sonoma Coast $98,000  $185,000  Pinot Noir / Chardonnay 
Sonoma County $75,000  $125,000  Mix 
Sonoma Mountain $100,000  $140,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Sonoma Valley $75,000  $140,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 

NAPA COUNTY

Napa County AVA LOWEST HIGHEST Dominant Grape 
 Price/Acre Value Price/Acre Value Varietal(s)  
 
Atlas Peak $200,000  $350,000  mix 
Calistoga $100,000  $200,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Chiles Valley District $50,000  $100,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Coombsville $100,000  $200,000  Mix 
Diamond Mountain District $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Howell Mountain $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon / Zinfandel

Los Carneros $100,000  $250,000  Pinot Noir / Chardonnay 
Mount Veeder $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley $100,000  $200,000  Mix 
Oak Knoll District $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Oakville $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Rutherford $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon
Spring Mountain District $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
St. Helena $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Stags Leap District $55,000  $100,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Wild Horse $200,000  $350,000  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Yountville $275,000 $365,000 Cabernet Sauvignon

VINEYARD VALUES BY AVA FOR 2017
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“I predict that by 2050 (100 years after vineyard 
values were around $1000 per acre) that Napa will 
see $1,000,000 for one acre of vineyard somewhere 
mid Valley.”

In 1993, I wrote an article stating that I predicted that 
Napa would see a vineyard sale of over $100,000 
per acre by 2000. I was almost run out of town on 
a rail... Then in 1998, I wrote another article called,  
I TOLD YOU SO...

 - John Bergman

WE HAVE BUYERS FOR WINERIES, VINEYARD AND VINEYARD ESTATE PROPERTIES WAITING FOR  
THE RIGHT OPPORTUNITY. CALL FOR A COMPLIMENTARY CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION
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